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Introduction 
The Illinois Solar Energy Association (“ISEA”) respectfully submits the following comments in response 
to the Illinois Commerce Commission’s (“ICC” or “Commission”) resolution establishing the NextGrid 
initiative. We applaud the Commission’s progressive leadership to address possible challenges and 
opportunities with the evolving clean energy economy and 21st century grid. It is our opinion that the 
timing is ripe for Illinois to begin the process to study grid modernization. With the passage of the 
Future Energy Jobs Act, we expect 2,700 MW of solar by 2030, a significant increase from the existing 
66 MW in Illinois1. To accommodate this significant increase in solar, we need to begin considering the 
best process for integration of renewables and distributed resources, while maintaining a safe, reliable 
grid and expanding customer choice options.  
 
ISEA is a non-profit organization that promotes the widespread application of solar and other forms of 
renewable energy through our mission of education and advocacy. ISEA is the state resource for 
renewable energy related policy developments, educational classes, events and access to local 
renewable energy businesses. ISEA represents over 100 businesses whom provide solar solutions to 
low-income, residential and non-residential customers in Illinois. Many of ISEA’s member companies 
have significant experience participating in grid modernization proceedings in other states, such as 
California, Maryland, Minnesota and New York. Based on our experiences in other grid modernization 
proceedings, our comments recommend i) the process structure; ii) facilitator requirements and iii) 
topics that should be addressed during the NextGrid initiative.   
 
Process 
We recommend that the first steps the Commission take are to establish clear objectives and a 
roadmap to focus participant engagement. Given that NextGrid will be approximately an 18-month 
process, it is imperative that the Commission lay out the scope of work the expert facilitator will conduct 
during this period. We caution against the collaborative taking on a broad scope of topics as it could 
overwhelm stakeholders and prevent reaching meaningful policy recommendations at the end of the 
study. Additionally, the Commission should carefully coordinate this stakeholder process with the 
regulatory proceedings that result from the Future Energy Jobs Act as to not overwhelm the industry. 
Identified topics should be sequentially ordered to avoid participant fatigue. New issues may arise 
during the collaborative process and the Commission should allow for small adjustments to the 
milestone timeframes, at the request of the facilitator.  
 
Additionally, in order to promote an inclusive, collaborative process, the Commission should avoid, 
when possible, formal proceeding rules that may indirectly prevent an interested party from providing 
input. The facilitator should also allow interested stakeholders to participate in all meetings via 
teleconference to encourage participation from experts who may not be able to travel for all meetings. 
Finally, the facilitator should be required to post meeting minutes and interim reports on the 
Commission’s website to ensure access and transparency for interested parties.  

                                                           
1 Environmental Law & Policy Center, Overview: Illinois RPS, (December 2016), available at http://elpc.org/newsroom/for-

the-media/  
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Qualities of a Facilitator  
The facilitator should be an independent consultant that has experience in effectively managing a 
process with a diverse set of stakeholders. The facilitator should be able to structure a process that 
allows all interested parties to participate efficiently, while also ensuring that the collaborative remains 
on track to meet the objectives laid out by the Commission. 
 
Topics for Consideration 
Utility Business Models 
As Illinois becomes a leader in solar deployment in the next 10 years, we recognize that the traditional 
cost-of-service utility business model will need to evolve. As markets reach higher penetration of solar 
resources, the need for the utilities to provide traditional, capital-intensive, grid asset investments 
diminish. The NextGrid initiative should evaluate other utility business models, such as shifting towards 
performance-based regulation to incentivize the utilities to support customer-driven outcomes, like 
improved interconnection procedures for solar development, as opposed to seeing solar as a 
competitive threat to their business model.  
 
Third-Party Access to Utility System Data 
While Illinois remains a leader in customer access data policies, very little information is offered to third-
parties when it comes to utility system data. Currently the utilities offer an interconnection grid map that 
identifies areas where technical screens would be required under the old interconnection standards. A 
dynamic map that is reflective of the new interconnection standards would allow solar and other DER 
providers to assist the utility by identifying cost-effective alternatives to traditional utility investments. 
For example, a solar company can strategically target where to interconnect their distributed resources 
to defer a utility investment in a congested area of the grid. This level of granular data will become 
increasingly important once we hit the 5% net metering cap and net metering compensation transitions 
to a locational and temporal-based distributed generation rebate. As part of this topic, the collaborative 
should address potential cybersecurity concerns and third-party qualifications to access this 
information.  
 
Conclusion 
ISEA appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the Commission’s NextGrid Initiative and 
looks forward to continued participation in this process.   
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Illinois Solar Energy Association, 
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